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Providing Immunizations
during COVID-19
• Immunizations are essential.
• Cancellation or postponement of routine
immunizations may pave the way for
outbreaks of vaccine preventable diseases
such as measles, pertussis or meningitis.
• Prevention of diseases through vaccines is a
priority; it’s a child’s best defence.

Providing Immunizations during COVID-19
By adhering to proper infection prevention and
control guidelines in your clinic, immunizations
can be provided safely, even during COVID-19.

This slide presentation will provide you with
resources regarding safe administration of
vaccines.

COVID-19 Precautions
Providing immunizations during the COVID-19
pandemic is important and can be done safely
using the recommended guidelines outlined by
Ministry of Health & Long Term Care.

Ministry Guidance for Immunization Services
During COVID-19

COVID-19 PRECAUTIONS
Require patients to:

• Wear a mask or face covering.
• Perform hand hygiene upon
entering clinic.

• Maintain 2 metre distancing.
• Pre-book appointments.
• Maintain physical distance during
post-immunization wait time. Wait in
vehicle, clinic room, or spaced 2
metres in waiting room.

COVID-19 PRECAUTIONS
Clinic Precautions:

• Actively screen all patients prior to
appointment using the COVID-19
Patient Screening Guidance
Document found here: COVID-19
Guidance for the Health Sector
• Post signage on door for patients to
passively screen as well.
• Space appointments to allow time to
clean and minimize the number of
people in the clinic at one time.

Note: see the Ministry of Health’s webpage
for up-to-date screening documents

COVID-19 PRECAUTIONS
Clinic Precautions:
• Ensure physical distancing can be
maintained in waiting area, if
using.
• Remove any unnecessary items
from clinic space.
• Clean surfaces after patient
leaves.

Clinic set up at the Pyramid Centre for HVFHT
community influenza immunization clinic in
November 2020.

COVID-19 PRECAUTIONS
Office clinics: set up tips
• Precautions and PPE recommendations
for mass vaccination clinics can be
applied to smaller clinics or office
appointment based vaccinations.
• It’s preferable to go right into
immunization room and wait the 15
minute post-immunization wait time
there.
• Remove any unnecessary items from
immunizing room, and/or cover up items
that can’t be moved.

Personal Protective
Equipment (PPE)
What to wear for immunization appointments or clinics
during COVID-19.

Note: PPE including medical mask, eye protection, gown and
gloves should be immediately available to all personnel who
need to provide first aid or respond to a health emergency.

PPE RECOMMENDATIONS
Point of Care Risk Assessment (PCRA)
Staff should complete the required PCRA before every interaction. This will
help determine the correct PPE required to protect the health care worker in
their interaction with the client and client environment. For example:
• Did the client screen negative or positive?

• Will the nurse be working within a 2 metre distance of the client during
the interaction?
• Will there be a chance of splatter to contaminate clothing or face?

• Is the client able to wear a face covering for the appointment?

PPE RECOMMENDATIONS
PPE donning and doffing practices:
• Staff should know the proper sequence for donning and doffing PPE. A
visual factsheet for putting on and taking off PPE is available on PHO’s
website: Recommended Steps: Putting on Personal Protective Equipment
• Staff should follow the Four Moments of Hand Hygiene best practices.
• Perform hand hygiene before putting on mask and eye protection, after
removal, and prior to putting on a new mask or eye protection.

PPE RECOMMENDATIONS
Use of Uniform or Change of Clothes
• The PCRA will help determine correct PPE to wear. It is important to
minimize the risk of the uniform or clothing becoming contaminated.
• Health care workers should consider changing their clothes or uniform at
the end of a clinical day, when in a hospital or other clinical setting.
• Any organizational policies on uniforms should be followed.

• Public Health Agency of Canada states: Health care workers should
ensure prompt removal and laundering of their uniform after their work
shift and prior to wearing the uniform for another work shift.

PPE RECOMMENDATIONS
MASK:
• Staff should wear a medical mask when providing immunizations to
screen negative clients.
• Full shift masking is recommended for HCWs as a method of source
control.
• Mask should be worn securely over the mouth and nose and adjust the
nose piece to fit snugly.

• Do not touch the front of mask while wearing it or removing it (and
immediately perform hand hygiene if this occurs).
• Do not dangle the mask under the chin, around neck, off the ear, or place
on top of head.

PPE RECOMMENDATIONS
MASK:
• Masks should be disposed of and replaced when they become damaged, wet,
damp, or soiled (from the wearer's breathing or external splash), or when they
come in direct contact with a client.
• Staff should be informed of how to access additional masks as needed.

• If supplies are limited, a single mask can be worn for an extended period, as
long as it’s not damaged, wet or soiled. If masks need to be removed (e.g. for
break), store the mask in a clean dry area between uses (e.g. breathable
container or paper bag). Remove mask by the ear loops or elastics and avoid
contamination of the inner surface of the mask. Masks should be discarded at
the end of the day/shift.

PPE RECOMMENDATIONS
EYE PROTECTION:
•

Staff should consider wearing eye protection (e.g. goggles, face shield, safety glasses)
when providing immunizations to screen negative clients.

•

The use of eye protection for the duration of a shift should be strongly encouraged for the
protection of HCWs when there is COVID-19 infection occurring in the community.

GLOVES:
•

Gloves are not needed for providing immunizations, unless administering a nasal/oral
vaccine (such as Rotateq or FluMist) due to increased likelihood of contact with a client’s
mucous membranes and bodily fluids.

•

If using gloves, they should be changed between clients and perform hand hygiene after
gloves are removed.

PPE RECOMMENDATIONS
GOWNS:
• Ontario College of Family Physicians states: “Isolation gown and gloves
are not required for those who screen negative”.
• If the PCRA indicates the need for a gown, it should be for single use only.
• The gown is either disposed of, or put in the appropriate laundry bin after
each use.
• For those children <2 years or for clients who cannot wear a mask, staff
may consider wearing a gown to protect their clothing.

PPE RECOMMENDATIONS
Summary of required HCW precautions
Activity

HCW Precautions

Before every patient
interaction

HCW must conduct a point-of-care risk assessment to determine the level of
precautions required.

All interactions with and
within 2 metres of
patients who screen
positive

Droplet and Contact precautions:
• Surgical/ procedure mask
• Isolation gown
• Gloves
• Eye protection (goggles/ face shield)
• Perform hand hygiene before and after contact with the patient and the
patient environment, and after the removal of PPE

All interactions with and
within 2 metres of
patients who screen
negative

•
•
•

Surgical/ procedure mask required
Use of eye protection (goggles or face shield) should be considered
Perform hand hygiene before and after contact with the patient and the
patient environment, and after the removal of PPE

Resources for Primary Care
These references provide information for immunization
providers during COVID-19.
You will find practical information on:
- running vaccine clinics,
- routine immunizations, and
- IPAC recommendations.
Note: if viewing as PowerPoint right click to open hyperlinks, or click links
directly if in ‘presentation mode’.

Immunization & IPAC Resources for Primary Care
Public Health Agency of Canada:

Guidance for influenza vaccine delivery in the presence of COVID-19
•

Information on clinic set up, PPE, precautions, and modified clinics strategies (e.g.
use of parking lots and drive through clinics).

Canadian Immunization Guide (CIG)
•

A complete guide on immunizations in Canada. The CIG addresses vaccine
safety, vaccine for specific populations, and both active and passive
immunizations.

Immunize Canada:
www.immunize.ca
•

Immunization campaigns and materials, education, reference materials.

Immunization & IPAC Resources for Primary Care
National Advisory Committee on Immunization (NACI):
Recommendations on the Duration of the Post-vaccination Observation Period for
Influenza Vaccination during the COVID-19 Pandemic (NACI)
•

NACI has updated their recommendations regarding the post-vaccination period for influenza
vaccination during the COVID-19 pandemic. Please review the full list of conditions that must
be met if considering a post-vaccination observation period of less than 15 minutes (see pg.
17-20)

National Advisory Committee on Immunization (NACI): Statements and publications
•

All NACI statements and publications can be found here.

Canadian Immunization Guide Chapter on Influenza and Statement on Seasonal Influenza
Vaccine for 2020–2021
•

If you have any questions about clinical information, vaccine recipients or vaccine products that
will be available in Canada, all this information will be available on the NACI website

Immunization & IPAC Resources for Primary Care
Ministry of Health:
COVID-19 Guidance: Primary Care Providers in a Community Setting

•

Information on screening, testing requirements, and reporting cases

Ontario College of Family Physicians:
COVID-19 Resources for Family Physicians
•

PPE and Infection Control, Patient Requests for Work Accommodations, COVID-19 Clinical
Care, Considerations for in-person visits, and more.

Infection Prevention and Control (IPAC) Canada:
www.ipac-canada.org

Immunization & IPAC Resources for Primary Care
Huron Perth Public Health
Resources available upon request:
• Factsheet: Influenza (2020)
• Consent form: Influenza Vaccine (2020)
• Factsheet: Influenza and Pregnancy (2020)

Community Experiences
Thank you to all of our healthcare providers and
pharmacists for your work and efforts to provide
influenza immunizations this year.
These are a few examples of how community partners
in Huron and Perth have been providing excellent
service to their patients.

Pharmacies
All local pharmacies have been providing influenza
immunizations this year in our community.
• This is an extremely important service for those without a
primary care provider, and critical for ensuring access in our
community.
• Pharmacists have modified their practices to ensure safety
during immunizations, as well as offering appointment based
immunizations, home-visits, and support for workplaces.

Clinics in the Community
Many patients and providers have reported positive experiences with
vaccine clinics held so far in 2020:

Clinics in the Community

“The Stratford Family Health Team initiated a flu
clinic, which we have not completed in over 3
years since moving to our Douro Street location.
This year we recognized the significant
importance of the influenza vaccine due to
COVID 19.” “Our first few days have gone great so
far and we are totally booked for all available
appointments over the next 3 weeks.”
- Katelyn Hartung, Stratford FHT

- Dr. Gilmore, Happy Valley FHT

Dr. Kenyon’s Office held two drive-thu style clinics.
“Patients were notified of a time slot and were
asked to arrive and remain in their vehicle.”
“As our office has a driveway that circles in front,
it was very efficient. We hope to do this again next
season. The feedback has been 100% positive”
- Dianne Fischer, Dr. Kenyon’s Office

Clinics in the Community

Questions about providing routine vaccines or
hosting an immunization clinic during COVID-19?
Contact Us:
1-888-221-2133
Ext 2007 (Huron County)
Ext. 3321 (Perth County)
hpph.ca
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